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STRONG TURNOUT AT ELECTION NIGHT 
MEETING 
 

by Tom Immerso 
 

The Annual Business and Election Meeting was held on 
December 3rd, 2008 at the Fox Hollow Inn in Wood-
bury with a crowd of some 65 members attending.  
Prior to the dinner, outgoing Chapter Chairman Bill 
Roesch and Nominating Committee Chairman (and 
incoming Chapter Chairman)  
 

 

(See Election Night on page 6) 

Digester 

81ST ANNUAL NYWEA MEETING DRAWS 
HUGE CROWD 
 

by Tom Immerso 
 

The 81st Annual Meeting of the NYWEA was held on 
February 2-4, 2009 at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in 
New York City, celebrating the Quadricentennial 
(400th) Anniversary of Henry Hudson’s exploration of 
the Hudson River.  Despite some cold and snowy con-
ditions, the meeting was well-attended with over 1200 
registrants.  As usual, it delivered a strong technical 
program, including Federal, State and Local updates 
during the opening general session on Monday morn-
ing, followed by 20 technical sessions over the next 2-
1/2 days.  Additionally, a large and increasingly diverse 
exhibit hall of over 175 manufacturers, vendors and 
consulting firms provided information on the latest 
equipment and services, keeping our membership aware 
of the rapidly changing technology in our water and 
wastewater environment.  P.E. professional develop-
ment hours (PDH’s) and operator recertification credits 
were in high demand and applicable to most of the ses-
sions.   
 
The Tuesday sessions were specifically designated for 
operators and young professionals / students.  The tech-
nical sessions included such topical items as, of course, 
the Hudson River (which was the theme of this year’s 
Conference), energy management strategies, “green” 
concepts, as well as asset management and sustainabil-

(See NYWEA Meeting on page 5) 

Joe Baader awarding Bill Roesch with the Past 
Chairman - ”Gavel Plaque”  
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Greetings to all Long Island Chapter members, and Digester readers. 
 
I would like to briefly discuss two issues in this message.  One involves the issue of 
raffles (simply stated:  can NYWEA Chapters conduct raffles and what are the NY-
WEA regulations) and the input we received at the recent NYWEA State Meeting on 
May 31, 2009 at the West Point Technical Conference.  The second involves our 
recent visits to local high schools to present joint NYWEA and NYSDEC awards to 
winners of the Eighth Annual “The Importance of Wastewater Treatment” Poster 
Contest. 
 
Firstly, the raffle issue came up early during the State meeting at West Point. Our State Representative, Dennis 
Koehler, discussed how many Chapter functions "break even" and that the fund raising functions, the Clambake and 
golf outing, and the fundraising for the Operators Challenge teams rely, in part, on raffles to raise funds. Janice Jijina 
continued the discussion, and requested a formal statement from the State on the raffle issue. During the WEF Dele-
gate Report, Janice's report on the additional costs to the Chapters that can result from equipment changes proposed 
for the Operations Challenge Teams further supported the need to raise funds. Many good points were raised on both 
sides of the issue. Bruce Munn, President of NYWEA, stated that the State is still gathering information, and answers 
to our questions will be forthcoming before their Financial Retreat, sometime in July. 
 
The second, less contentious, issue I’d like to discuss involves my recent visit to two high schools.  Dennis Koehler 
and I had the privilege to present award plaques and checks to the Poster Contest winners.  In one of the high 
schools, the poster awards were part of an overall Science Awards Ceremony which also included academic excel-
lence awards in the sciences, including Living Environment Science, Earth Science, Astronomy, Chemistry, Physics 
and Forensic Science.  Other awards and scholarships were presented by St. Johns, Rensselaer, Bausch and Lomb, 
and professional societies. 
 
The Science Award Ceremony room was filled with students, teachers, parents and presenters.  It was a privilege to 
share the experience with all the students who received awards.  It was extremely comforting to know that this type 
of ceremony, involving many talented students, is repeated throughout the country, resulting in a wave of new talent.  
These students, many of whom will be majoring in Engineering and the Sciences, will be leaving high school and 
successfully completing rigorous college curriculums in the future and then entering their professions. 
 
The success of our nation truly depends on the abilities of the upcoming scientists, engineers and professionals to 
successfully respond to the challenges facing our nations.  The students we encountered this day gave us confidence 
that the future will be in good hands.  It was our privilege to be a small part of the ceremonies. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Joseph F. Baader 
 

 

THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE     Joe Baader 
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SEWER PLANT UPGRADES CUT NITROGEN BY 90 PERCENT 
Town meets 2014 water quality standards ahead of schedule; wins prestigious award 

 
Continuing its commitment and dedication to maintaining and protecting Huntington Harbor and Long 
Island Sound, the Town of Huntington recently completed $18 million in upgrades to its sewage treatment 
plant, reducing the plant’s nitrogen discharge by 90 percent and earning the town a Platinum Award from 
the American Council of Engineering Companies. 
             
 The project included upgrading the nitrogen removal system at the plant and installation of an ultraviolet 
disinfection system, which allowed the existing disinfection chemical storage and handling facilities to be 
taken out of service and eliminated the need to construct storage and handling facilities for a chemical that 
would remove chlorine 
 
The new and upgraded facility will greatly improve the health of the Sound and reduce the potential for 
Red Tides and Brown Tides by reducing “hypoxia” – a deficiency in the amount of oxygen in the water 
caused by excess nitrogen. That, in turn, causes more Phytoplankton to die and sink to the bottom of the 
Sound, causing more oxygen to be consumed in the deeper portions of the Sound and making it an unfit 
habitat for marine life during the summer months. 
 
In 1998, the Long Island Sound Study (LISS) Management Conference found that hypoxia affects a sub-
stantial portion of the Sound marine habitat and merited special attention. To address hypoxia, the state 
imposed limits to reduce nitrogen discharged from the twelve municipal treatment plants located on the 
north shore of Long Island.  The Huntington Sewer District was among districts that needed to upgrade 
their wastewater treatment facility to reduce total nitrogen discharged from the Town’s treatment plant to 
the Long Island Sound by 80.6% by August 2014. With completion of this project, the Town is years 
ahead of that schedule. 
 
“These upgrades demonstrate our deep 
commitment to preserving the marine 
heritage that is a hallmark of Hunting-
ton’s history and part of what makes this 
such a desirable town to live in,” Super-
visor Frank P. Petrone said. “We are ad-
ditionally pleased that in completing this 
project, Huntington already has met the 
2014 federal and state deadline for all 
facilities that discharge nitrogen. And we 
are gratified that our efforts have been 
recognized by the American Council of 
Engineering Companies with their Plati-
num Award.” 
 

(See Nitrogen on page 5) 

  NEW MEMBERS     by Peter Petriccione 
 

  Welcome to the Chapters’ new members: 

Jesse Horsford - Gannett Fleming Richard Reuter - Dvirka & Bartilucci 

Laura Taenzer - SCDHS William Sherrard - GNWPCD 
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ity.  In addition, the highly successful University Re-
search Forum involving the 8th annual student paper 
competition and Young Professionals’ Session were 
effective in discussing the process, obligations and 
benefits of the engineering profession in today’s de-
manding business world.   New this year, Public Educa-
tion provided a ‘spin-off’ poster session, which proved 
interesting and timely.  The “Water For People” con-
cept was again promoted, as well as other informative 
topics including Biosolids and Nutrient Removal.  The 
always popular Environmental Science and Young Pro-
fessionals sessions, which provided information run-
ning the gamut from global warming trends to aging 
infrastructure modifications required at wastewater fa-
cilities, provided a timely relevance to the pending Fed-
eral stimulus package that could infuse some much-
needed environmental funding. 
 
The Awards Luncheon on Wednesday served to recog-
nize those individuals and institutions within both the 
WEF and the NYWEA who have worked diligently to 
ensure the protection of our water environment.  Steve 
Fangmann (D&B) was recognized in the Opening Gen-
eral Session as the latest Hall of Fame Inductee, com-
memorating over 33 years of service.  Among those 
recognized for WEA awards within the Long Island 
Chapter were (again!) Steve Fangmann for the Board of 
Directors Service Award, Chris Korzenko (CDM) for 
the Public Education Award, Lars Augustin (GF) for 
the Young Professionals Award and, posthumously, 
Bob Carballeira, for the John Chester Brigham Award 
in recognition of his many years of outstanding service 
to the Association.  (We miss you, Bobby!)  Congratu-
lations to all the Long Island Chapter award recipients. 
 

(NYWEA Meeting from page 1) Seeing as perhaps the most important aspect of the Con-
ference is the opportunity for members to interact and 
discuss environmental issues facing our profession, a 
gala “81st Annual Meeting Reception” buffet dinner 
was held on Monday night along with an Exhibitor Re-
ception and Women’s Networking Session.  On Tues-
day night, various ‘hospitality receptions’ arranged by 
consultants afforded attendees the opportunity to meet 
with past and present colleagues and business associ-
ates.  Also offered was the opportunity to have various 
committees and chapters interrelate, inclusive of a New 
Member “Meet ’n Greet,” and Young Professionals’ 
Sponsored Reception, to arrange future functions 
through numerous meetings over the three-day period. 
 
Finally, all Scholarship Fund Contributors (corporate 
and individual) were recognized via a prominent dis-
play board for their financial support during the Phase I 
(1999-2004) and Phase II (2005-2010) periods.  The 
ongoing Campaign Fund continues to solicit pledges 
and contributions as either a renewal of your prior com-
mitment or a new donation.  To make a donation or for 
further information, please contact Pat Cerro-Reehil at 
(315) 422-7811. 
 
Following up on the great success of the Annual Meet-
ing, please mark your calendars for the upcoming 
Spring Technical Conference and Exhibition to be held 
from May 31 – June 3, 2009 at the historical Thayer 
Hotel in West Point, overlooking the majestic Hudson 
River Highlands.  It’s sure to pack a full agenda, inclu-
sive of a full-day Operations Challenge Competition, 
and undoubtedly will prove to be both informative and 
exciting for all.  Hope to see you there!■ 

“The Platinum Award is exceptional recognition and a 
crowning achievement of this very successful project,” 
said Gary E. Loesch, P.E., executive vice president of 
Holzmacher, McLendon & Murrell, P.C., the Town’s 
design and construction engineer on the project. ACEC 
calls the award the Academy Awards of the engineering 
consulting world. 
 
 The project was partially funded by $9.2 million in 
state grants.  ■  

(Nitrogen from page 4) 
 

Steve Fangmann (Hall of Fame Inductee and Board 
of Directors Service Award recipient with former NY-
WEA President Bob Kukenburger 
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Joe Baader announced the following slate of new and 
reelected officers for 2009, which was approved by the 
membership: 
 
Position  Term  Candidate 
Director 2009-2011 Steve Hearl 
Director  2009-2011     Greg Smith 
Director 2009-2011 Bert Stipe 
Director 2009-2010 Gary Arman 
Chapter Representative 2009-2010 Dennis Koehler
   
Our speaker for the evening was Nassau County De-
partment of Public Works Commissioner Ray Ribeiro, 
P.E., who spoke on the present and future status of the 
County concerning ongoing and proposed water and 
wastewater projects, budgetary constraints in light of 
the changing economy, and the labor situation concern-
ing County facilities.  The County is hoping that Fed-
eral grant monies will once again be made available 
under the incoming presidential administration to help 
allow major County projects to be addressed.  Lastly, he 
touched on the ‘greening’ of the County as new and 
innovative measures are being examined in an effort to 
conserve resources and lower energy consumption 
within many of the County facilities.   

 
Numerous guests were in attendance, including mem-
bers of our talented and successful Operators Challenge 
Team, which represented LI in the WEF National Op-
erators Challenge, held in Chicago this past October, 
where they placed 9th overall in Division 1.  (Congrats 
one more time, guys!) 

 
The evening closed with a special holiday raffle - with 
many gift baskets and bottles of wine provided by our 

(Election Night from page 1) very generous sponsors.  The cash prize winners were 
speaker Ray Ribeiro, $50, Olga Mubarak-Jaramillo, 
who took home an early holiday present of $100 for the 
second year in a row, Charlie Clayton, $100 and, in an 
encore performance, Ray Ribeiro once again, for $100 
more!  (Not bad pay for a speaking engagement, Ray!)  
One hour of operator recertification credit was applied 
for by the association and will be applicable.  Thanks 
once again to Dennis Koehler and Joe Baader for their 
endless energy in making all the arrangements and co-
ordinating to make the night a success – as usual! 
 
A special note of thanks goes out to our sponsorship for 
the meeting, which included: 

 
 
CAMERON ENGINEERING & ASSOCIATES, LLP 

DVIRKA & BARTILUCCI 
GANNETT FLEMING 

H2M GROUP 
JOSEPH BAADER 

LOCKWOOD, KESSLER & BARTLETT 
POSILLICO GROUP 

QUIMBY EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
USA BLUE BOOK■  

 

Evening’s speaker - Nassau County Public Works 
Commissioner Ray Ribeiro 

THE 2009 LONG ISLAND CHAPTER OPERA-
TORS CHALLENGE TEAM WOULD LIKE TO 
THANK THE FOLLOWING TEAM SPONSORS: 
 
Holbrook Plastic Pipe L.I. County of Suffolk 
New England Organics de Bruin Engineering, P.C. 
National Water Main Dukes Root Control 
Clearflo Technologies CDM 
Cameron Engineering PCS Pump & Process 
Metrofab Inc. Jet Vac Inc. 
Hazen & Sawyer, P.C. H2M Group 
Gannett Fleming GP Jager & Associates 
Joe Baader Ecotest Laboratories 
Quimby Equipment Waste Inc. 
Victaulic Co. of America Dvirka & Bartilucci 
Fleet Pump & Service USA Bluebook 
Severn Trent Services Allstar Activewear 
Great Neck WPCD MSC Industrial 
Rapid Pump & Meter Service 
City Wide Paper & Specialty■  
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WE WILL MISS YOU…IF YOU DO NOT PROVIDE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. 
 
To help reduce printing and postage expense, the LIWEA Board of Directors has decided to eliminate mailing of 
meeting announcements. Funds saved will be used to support other programs. 
If your name is on the following list, NYWEA does not have your e-mail address. If you are scheduled to renew be-
fore the end of 2008, please add your e-mail address to the renewal application. To have your e-mail address added 
more quickly to the Chapter database, please e-mail Steven Hearl at shearl@h2m.com. 

 
 

Anthony R. Albanese  Thomas A. Cybulski  Paul A. Kostick  Angelo Rivera  

Warren Alexender  Daniel Davis  David Krol  Donald H. Roberts III 

Christopher B. Allan  Frank Dawkins  Donald A. Kurz  Lawrence P. Robinson  

Robert C. Allen  John R. De Maio  Kenneth T. Mangarella  Paul Romano  

John Andersen  Michael De Stefano  Richard A. Marra  Craig M. Rothmann  

Paul Antico  William J. Doubleday  James S. Mc Conie  Daniel F. Ryan  

Philip Barbato  Michael J. Duemig  Rey Mesia  Richard A. Ryder  

Thomas G. Becker  Ron Ebright, ` Maria J. Molina  Ibis Sanasa  
Donna Bensin  Jennifer Fazzolari  John Morana  Richard J. Schelling  

Christopher C. Biemiller  Paul S. Feinman  Brian P. Morrissey  Kevin J. Schelling  

Matthew M. Bisogno  Louis Ferri  Dean J. Muklebust  Gregory B. Smith  

Robert M. Borrusso  Joseph A. Fioraliso  John M. Mulligan  Ron Smith  

Francis A. Bridges  Raymond J. Fiore  Owen V. Murphy  Alden Sprague  
Megan A. Brosnan  Derek Fleming  Fred A. Nero  Chester Steban  
John Brower  William K. Forrester  William Notholt  Stephen R. Sulenski  
Robert G. Bruce  John K. Frieman, Jr. Patrick O'Leary  William R. Supple  
Kenneth G. Bunn  Russell Galati  Frank S. Oliveri  Thomas S. Taggard  

Phillip J. Campisi  Dennis P. Gunning  Charles Olsen  Thomas L. Totten  
Philip R. Carlucci  Joseph Guzowski  John Olszewski  Thomas R. Treutlein  

Steven M. Cherkis  Matthew E. Hattorff  Vic Palese  Harold F. Udell  
James J. Cleary  Matthew J. Henderson  Pietro Palmari  Joseph Urda, Jr. 

Steven A. Coco  Christopher Hughes  Keith E. Pearsall  Ralph J. Vega  

Timothy Conroy  Christopher T. Kelly  Thomas M. Pfersching  William B. Vetter  
Richard Crescenzo  Robert E. Knecht  Kevin J. Phillips  Anthony M. Wachinski  

Kyle Crescenzo  William P. Knowlan  Lindsay P. Reeve  Richard A. Walkden  

   Russell W. Wiebelt  
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June 1 - 3, 2009 - NYWEA Spring Conference - Hotel Thayer, West Point 
June 16, 2009 - Board of Directors Meeting 
June 19, 2009 - Clam Bake at Cedar Creek Park, Wantagh 
June 23, 2009 - O&M Committee Golf Outing—Towers Country Club, Floral Park 
June 2009 - Operator Challenge Events 
 
July 16, 2009 - Young Professionals Fishing Trip—Captree 
  
Aug 12, 2009 - O&M Committee Meeting 
Aug 14, 2009 - Environmental Science Canoe Trip - Peconic River, Riverhead 
Aug 21, 2009 - Rain Date Environmental Science Canoe Trip 
 
        Please Send Articles to Digester 
 
Sept 11, 2009 - O & M Meet & Greet/Board of Directors, Franks Dockside Café, W. Babylon 
Sept 19, 2009 - O&M Committee Duck's Game 
 
Oct 8, 2009 - Royal Golf Outing 
Oct 10 - 14, 2009 - WEF Convention,  Orlando FL 
Oct 14, 2009 - O&M Committee Meeting 
Oct 23, 2009 - Dinner Dance – 8PM Woodbury Country Club  
Oct 24, 2009 - Cold Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery Fall Fair 
  
Nov 11, 2009 - O&M Committee Meeting 
 
Dec 2, 2009 - Election Night – Fox Hollow, Woodbury 
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